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Observatori Fabra old archive
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How to improve? Learn from other archives.

IGN Geophysical Data Archive,

Toledo, Spain
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Tokio. Earthquake Research Institute

(a) Archives of original smoked paper records

(b) microfilm of the WWSSN data

From Satake et al. (2020)



How to improve? Learn from other archives.
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Almería (ALM) Ebro (EBR)



What did we learn in the process?
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Seismic Patrimony Preservation Tutorial
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The objective is:

 NOT to teach exact methodologies

✓provide curators initial knowledge + tools to identify

and manage the archive and problems



Main constraints
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➢ focused on analog seismograms in smoked, photographic

or ink paper and their complementary documentation

➢ as simple and easy to start with as possible

➢ aimed at an audience without previous knowledge

➢ only basic commonly accepted questions to consider with

some hints and suggestions

➢ in digital PDF to be easily available to as many institutions

as possible

➢ with limited paper edition to interested audience with active

bibliographic interchange with RACAB or ICGC.

➢ extension aprox. 50 pages
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• 5 chapters:

1. Identification of seismic patrimony

How to get started: What do we have and what condition is it in?

2. Inventories and catalogs

What lists of items and related data do we need and how to get them.

3. Conservation and preservation

How to and not to do best preservation with available resources.

4. Restoration

Realize when, what and how it should/could or not be done.

5. Use and raise awarness
How to best use it to avoid damage and risk of loss.

• RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

• INTRODUCTION

• PROLOGUE
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Freely available online
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Please send corrections/suggestions to:

maite@observatori-fabra.cat

Last version available at:



Next steps and decisions
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Dissemination strategies:

• Limited paper edition

• Digital edition

• Additional topics in new chapters or tutorials:

• Non-paper based records:

• Microfilms

• Records on glass

• Magnetic tapes

• Digital data

• Old instruments and accessories



Thank you very much for your attention!
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