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-SDGs-Innovation-Challenge: Building resilient
communities through CTBT science information

sharing
The Kunene Region in north-western Namibia is a geological laboratory for continental break-up whereby
the region is littered with faults and thrusts and seismic activity has often been reported. In 2018, an unprece-
dented number of earthquakes has been recorded. Due to the remoteness of the region, very few people have
been able to communicate their experiences to the relevant authorities and the media. Remote communities
feel disempowered and fearful of their environment. Their understanding of natural occurring events, such
as earthquakes are also tested and requires engagement by experts with effective communication tools. The
Young Professionals Network in cooperation with the Namibian National Data Center (NDC) is taking on this
challenge to build resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations applying effective communication
strategies and tools to transmit information to vulnerable groups. Scientific results and useful information
produced by the Young Professionals Network and the Namibian NDC using International Monitoring Sys-
tem (IMS) data and processed with NDC-in-a-box software is shared and communicated to the affected rural
communities. The project aims to measure how well useful scientific information using IMS data and IDC
products is relayed to affected rural communities using novel communication techniques.
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